
  TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

September 18, 2019 

6:00 P.M. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 
Council President Trueblood led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance, announced that 

notice of the meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and 
followed by roll call. 

 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT     ABSENT  
Elisabeth McCartney    Jason Allen 

Donovan Gardner 
Gaye Burton 

Norma Trueblood 
    

Also, present: Mayor David Patriarca, Business Administrator Daniel Hornickel, Solicitor 

Andrew Bayer and Township Clerk, Amy P. Cosnoski. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Trueblood called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 p.m.  
 

Ms. Cosnoski advised that Councilman Allen would not be present for the next few 
meetings due to leadership training that he would be attending for his work.  

 
Mr. Bayer advised that as part of his job as the Solicitor is to advise and assist the Council 

President in ensuring there is civility in the manner in which her Council meetings are 
conducted. Stated that at the last meeting there were a couple of residents that were 
speaking out of order, cat calling from the audience and heckling the Council and him while 

he was discussing an issue with a resident at the podium. Noted that in response to this 
activity, he became personally upset and frustrated and muttered an expletive under his 

breath which was picked up by the microphone. Commented that this statement was 
directed towards the actions of the people disrupting the meeting but not the individuals 

personally and was certainly not directed towards any residents of the community, 
generally. Apologized to the Council and the public for this unfortunate outburst and for 
those that know him, it is out of his character to speak and react this way. Stated he has 

been providing legal advice to this Township for the past 13 years and has truly enjoyed the 
ongoing discussion with the public and Council concerning the important issues confronting 

the Township.  
 

Council President Trueblood stated she would like to take this time to address the residents 
of Pemberton Township, Council and Administration. Advised that last Thursday upon 
traveling back from a joyous pastoral conference in Tennessee with her husband, her family, 

friends, colleagues and church family contacted her regarding a serious and disturbing 
accusation was posted on social media about her. Stated that after reading the post she was 

appalled by the person who wrote the post on social media, especially when she has always 
been cordial and respectful towards her. Noted that she has been a resident for over 30 

years, relocating from Brooklyn, New York and making Pemberton Township her home. 
Stated that much of her family has moved away but she remains because it is her home. 
Commented that she retired from Burlington College after over 29 years as well she co-

pastors alongside her husband at their church. Noted that this church is in Browns Mills, in 
Country Lakes, where they have been established for over 25 years. Stated that she takes 

tremendous pride in serving this Township as a Council Member. Commented that to her 
family, friends and church family, she apologizes for subjecting them to this unfortunate 

ordeal. Stated that the post was taken down last Friday; however, it has caused a 
tremendous amount of hardship. Stated that therefore, she is requesting a public and written 
apology and a retraction on social media by an elected Board Official who caused such an 

adverse reaction, Ms. Terry Maldonado. 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
  223-2019 Authorizes Council to go into Closed Session – Not Adopted 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS  
Council President Trueblood opened the meeting up to general public comments. Advised 
that Council would be sticking to the 5-minute rule. Stated that there would be no 

deferment of one persons 5-minutes to another allowing everyone to get up and speak. 



Advised that if anyone wanted a copy of the by-laws, they were available at the dais.  
 

Michael Tamn, Southampton – 1. Commented on the Closed Session resolution from the 
last meeting and asked what closed session was about. Mr. Bayer advised that it was a 

potential claim by the Veterans Administration against the Township. Mr. Tamn asked if 
that was on the resolution. Mr. Bayer stated that it was noted for the public what the topic 

was before the vote. 2. Commented on the ordinance up for discussion under New Business 
and stated that voting on this was just another step toward dissolving the MUA. Council 
President Trueblood stated that this was up for discussion and not for up for a vote. Ms. 

Cosnoski reiterated that Ordinance 7-2019 was not up for a vote but was on for a 
discussion. Explained that Council needed to decide when to schedule the required public 

hearing on an ordinance that was introduced. Stated that in order for her to publish the 
notice of public hearing, Council would need to discuss this in public. Mr. Tamn asked why 
you had to take that step. Ms. Cosnoski stated this was what needed to be done and was 

Council’s choice on how they wanted to proceed but it needs to be discussed before 
advertising can take place. Mr. Tamn stated that by voting to do this, it was just another 

step on dissolving the MUA. Stated that he has not heard from anyone that is for dissolving 
the MUA other than the Mayor and a few Council members. Stated that this is how things 

slip by residents. Stated if it stops tonight it stops and let the MUA continue operating the 
way it is. Commented that Council needs to remember they are elected by the people to 
represent them and not by the Mayor.  

 

Corinne Kemp, Country Lakes – 1. Stated that she has been listening to the residents. 
Stated she finds it very odd that she has to try and talk to Council from the podium. 

Commented that they have been at these meetings and do have to remember who we work 
for. Stated that the public are the shareholders and ask for two things, to sit down and have 

the two boards hash this out. Commented the MUA immediately sent a letter asking to 
meet and asked if they would be getting a response or not. Noted she thinks it is important 

for them to do what the residents are asking them to do. Stated that they are also asking for 
a referendum for the residents to decide if this should happen. Stated she comes to the 
meetings and listens to the statements and one of her favorites is that the MUA were being 

called fear mongers. Commented at the June 5th meeting, Mr. Gonzalez stated that the 
MUA has clearly not read the Local Finance application. Read the statement made by Mr. 

Gonzalez at that meeting. Commented on the surplus money and asked if Council was 
talking about past surplus, future surplus or both. Asked if Council could say what they are 

going to do with any of the surplus for the sewer. Stated she does not think that the Council 
is doing their homework. Wanted Council to address the future surplus and believes that 
Council should have the answer to that. Asked if the Ordinance would be amended to show 

that all future surplus would be put towards the sewer. Council President Trueblood stated 
that it would be. Mr. Bayer commented that his only legal issue he would raise was that the 

ordinance would be subject to State approval and a condition of State approval was that 
surplus be kept in the sewer utility line. Stated he does not think that would need to be in the 

ordinance because it is a condition the State has already made. Ms. Kemp asked if this 
included the future surplus of the MUA. Mr. Bayer stated that the Council was stating how 
they would treat it and what he is saying is whether or not they need that language as a 

matter of law in the ordinance is an issue which has not been addressed and is being raised 
now. Ms. Kemp stated this is something that should have been raised from the beginning. 

Stated that the Council is making huge decisions and is in over their head. Commented that 
this money is a key factor in the decision making and should be. Discussion ensued about 

this matter and the taxes and water. Stated that if this is not put into the ordinance the 
future surplus money will go into surplus. Suggested that in the future to keep takes low, 
someone in the future may take that money from the surplus to offset the taxes. Noted that 

she is reaching out and the public wants a referendum. Stated she thinks there is a lot at 
stake and they are not meeting and she is a little embarrassed to have to come talk to 

Council here because she feels they should be sitting down.  

 

Terry Maldonado, Browns Mills – 1. Noted that she would apologize to Ms. Trueblood 

and stated that she would get that to her under one condition, that Mr. Bayer be removed as 
he violated ethics and discriminated against the residents by calling them such names. 
Asked if Council condoned the behavior of Mr. Bayer. Councilwoman Burton stated that 

she did not think that any of Council would condone that type of behavior. All of Council 
agreed. Councilwoman McCartney stated that she was trying to understand how an apology 

has a condition. Ms. Maldonado stated that no offense to Council President Trueblood, and 
understands she is claiming her innocence and will give her an apology, but she sits next to 

him. Council President Trueblood stated that she never heard him say that and that it was 
not until all of this came out that she heard it. Stated that Mr. Bayer has been the Solicitor 
for 13 years and has never done this and he apologized. Stated that if she would have heard 

it she would have turned to him, but she did not and does not condone that type of 



language. Noted that the same way she is accepting her apology she believes the residents 
can accept his apology as she has. Ms. Maldonado stated she does not accept it and thinks 

he should step down. Discussion ensued on the comments made by Mr. Bayer at the last 
meeting and whether he should be forgiven. Council President Trueblood stated that this is 

the same way Ms. Maldonado put all of this on social media and she was therefore hung 
before a jury and a witch hunt was conducted. Commented that not only did her family and 

friends come to her but colleagues from where she retired from came to her and told her 
they were appalled by what they had heard. Stated that Ms. Maldonado went as far as 
demanding her resignation from Council. Stated that as an elected official herself, she was 

surprised in her actions. Discussion ensued. Council President Trueblood stated that they 
needed to respect their positions as she has always respected Ms. Maldonado in hers no 

matter when or where she has seen her. Commented that what should have been done was 
that if she felt that this came from her, she should have gone to the Clerk’s office to verify 

what happened before crucifying her.  Councilwoman Burton asked if Ms. Maldonado felt it 
was fair to apologize with a condition as this was like taking away the apology. Councilman 
Gardner stated that the Township School Board is basically set up like this and asked if she 

as a member of the Pemberton Township School Board make rash decisions without fact 
checking first. Ms. Maldonado stated she does her homework all of the time. Council 

President Trueblood stated she did not do it this time and it was very disturbing. 
Commented that she knows herself and the kind of vocabulary she uses and knows the kind 

of person she is and at 64 has been raised to have dignity and respect and you will never 
hear that out of her mouth to anyone. Stated she has fought to become who she is as a 
person of Puerto Rican decent; she is someone who wanted to make a difference in this 

town and is why she stays and fights for this town and the residents. Stated this is not about 
political parties it is about what is fair.  

 

Mark McCartney, 1. Stated that he is still confused that we have 2 organizations here and 

he has read through all of the information that the Township has put out. Noted that he has 
read through financial reports that the MUA has. Commented that Mr. Tamn gave a great 
historical perspective of the sewage authority and also mentioned that there would have to 

be a lot of improvements going forward. Stated he would like to have a concise explanation 
by both organizations on what they are going to do moving forward over the next 5 to 10 

years and what impact it will have on the taxpayers. Commented that Mr. Tamn stated that 
a lot of the pipes have to be replaced because they are old copper pipes and need to be 

replaced with PVC. Stated that at least with the Township there is a number in the Capital 
improvements, but has not seen anything on the MUA side for those same improvements. 
Stated he has heard a lot of discussion against the Township and would like to hear this 

without any heckling. Stated that facts matter and if they see them from both sides, he feels 
the towns could then make a good decision.  

 

Alicia Benson, Browns Mills – 1. Stated that as a resident she does not accept the Solicitors 
apology. Stated that she does not care what is going on between any of them because they 

have already played double dare with the last guy who sat next to the Mayor and that now 
we are playing high school bullying politics and she does not care. Stated it is not okay that 
this was said. Commented that his comment is all over the internet so that everyone can 

hear about what our Council thinks of its residents. Commented that she came in here a few 
months ago about the Browns Mills Shopping Center and spoke about the woman who was 

killed behind the old Acme. Stated that she mentioned at the time that we as a Township 
are not taking care of what we have and sweep a lot of things under the rug and keep on 

moving. Commented that she has listened to the meetings and Council is not doing their 
jobs and it is sad. Stated that they seem uneducated, ill informed and ill advised. Noted that 
the residents of this town do not want Council to touch the MUA. Stated this is the only 

thing we have that works without any problems. Continued with various issues and money 
being spent and things not being handled by the Township. Commented on Mr. Gober 

getting money from the Township constantly and none of it going those that really need it.  

 

Jack Tompkins, Pemberton – 1. Commented that the MUA needs to stay the way it is. 

Stated that the way this Township manages things, he can almost guarantee there will be no 
future surplus and will probably be in debt like the water division. Stated he was at the last 

Council meeting and asked questions about the Veterans Advisory Committee. Commented 
that he thought he would get a phone call and did not. Noted that he had talked to one of 
the Commanders of the other organizations in town and he did not get a call either. Ms. 

Cosnoski apologized for not calling him and noted that the last several years she had a 
meeting with Mr. Irizarry right before he unfortunately passed, to try and straighten out the 

membership of the Veterans Advisory Committee. Stated that last year she had also met 
with Mr. Cathers and has reached out to members asking who wanted to be re-appointed 

but has not gotten any answers back. Stated that every year during reorganization in 
January she reaches out to the organizations and that is when she gets the information back. 



Mr. Tompkins stated that the ordinance does not state that the Township Clerk will run this 
it says the Township Council will. Ms. Cosnoski stated that he was correct but that when 

the reorganization agenda is put together which is part of her job, she gives the information 
to the Council as it is given to her. Stated that unfortunately she has not been able to get the 

names from the Veterans Advisory Committee and is not blaming them but there has been 
health issues and other issues with many members. Mr. Tompkins stated that Ms. Cosnoski 

knows he has been a member since before he was on Council and she has not contacted 
him. Ms. Cosnoski stated she has contacted the people that are on her list of members and 
he is not on her list as a member. Mr. Tompkins stated he is also the Commander of the 

DAV and has not heard from her in that regard either. Ms. Cosnoski stated that she spoke 
to Mr. Irizarry prior to his passing and she spoke to Mr. Cather last year. Mr. Tompkins 

asked if Mr. Cathers had been appointed. Ms. Cosnoski stated he was. Mr. Tompkins stated 
that he is not too happy with this and there will not be a Veterans Day ceremony because 

they do not have a Council or Committee because Council has not appointed anyone. Ms. 
Cosnoski apologized again. Mr. Tompkins said not to apologize to him but to the residents. 
Stated that he had spoken to Ms. Trueblood earlier in the week and talk more than just 

Township business but about family and stuff like that. Commented that he listened to the 
tape many times and he can not say for 100% that this was her so he cannot point the finger 

at anyone but he enjoyed their conversation and catching up. Stated that there was one 
thing on the tape, the Solicitor is here to provide legal advice and is not here to interact with 

the public as if they are an elected official and there have been many times when the public 
is interacting with Council and the Solicitor jumps in and takes over the meeting as if he is a 
Council member. Commented that the Solicitor is the Solicitor for the Township and works 

for the Township and is not the Council Solicitor so if Council wants a lawyer, they have to 
hire a lawyer to represent the Council. Stated that if he works for the Township he should be 

sitting where the professionals used to sit and not up there with Council. Council President 
Trueblood stated that as long as she has been on Council, the Solicitor has always sat with 

them and is there to give them advice. Mr. Bayer stated that this came up when he came 
into this position in 2007 and there was talk about the Mayor and Council getting separate 
attorneys. Noted that under the Faulkner Act form of government he is the attorney for the 

Mayor, Council and the Township. Mr. Tompkins stated that when he was on Council 
there was an issue that came up and Council was advised by him to get their own attorney. 

Mr. Bayer stated that in the past a number of Council has raised that point and there 
actually is a case coming out of the City of Newark, where the appellate division ruled that 

under the same form of government, the Solicitor is the Solicitor of the Mayor and Council. 
Mr. Tompkins stated that just because it is the way it has always been done does not mean it 
is the correct way to do things. Commented on Ordinance 32-2019 and stated that there is 

still no financial information with this. Stated he also has an issue that he asked at the last 
meeting how long the exemption was for and was advised 30 years, and feels this is a long 

time and that 5 or 10 years would be better. Council President Trueblood advised that the 
back up for this Ordinance is 107 pages long and is available to the public on the website. 

Ms. Cosnoski advised that the entire financial agreement is on the website and that on the 
board in the hallway, the ordinance is posted with a note that full copies can be obtained 
from the Township Clerk at anytime between introduction and adoption, as with any 

ordinance. Council President Trueblood stated that anyone who wants a copy can ask for 
one.  

 

Sherry Scull, Browns Mills – 1. Asked if anyone knew that the school district would be 
losing $26 million dollars over the next few years and asked how we can make deals where 

someone does not have to pay tax for 30 years. Stated that this was one of the benefits to 
bring this company and that we do not have ratables. Commented on the Browns Mills 

Shopping Center and that when she was on Council, they were told not to do eminent 
domain unless they had a developer. Commented that they did have a developer at one 
point and would not get into that, but that Council should not have done this if they did not 

have a developer already. Stated that this was just her opinion. Commented that she was at 
the meeting in Trenton with the Finance Board. Advised that she was aware that they put 

the two things on including keeping the surplus where it was and she wants Council to 
know she does know how hard it is to sit up there especially when there are controversial 

issues like this. Commented that she went through it when the Mayor wanted the Police 
Director instead of the Chief and through the K-9 issue. Stated she was there when Council 
President Trueblood and Councilman Allen had the guts to vote no, regarding the pregnant 

Police officer was denied light duty. Asked how much that cost taxpayers and asked if any 
of Council checked to make sure the officer actually received everything she was owed. 

Commented that the MUA has had no violations from the State and rates have been stable 
for a long time. Reminded that over a million dollars came out of the water division and 

went into surplus and their rates have not necessarily been stable. Noted that a resident 
asked her why the MUA has surplus and that they should have sewer in Country Lakes. 
Stated that all of Country Lakes has sewer but not all have water. Commented that some do 



not understand how the surplus can be taken and stated that when the budget is done 
money is taken from one department and put into another. Stated that it makes sense for 

some of the monies to come into the Township coffers to pay bills. Asked who decides how 
much money gets taken from whom so do not think that there is no way that you are not 

going to get any of that money because she has a feeling. Stated she does not blame the 
Mayor because we are coming up on some hard times with $26 million dollars coming out 

of our schools. Commented that you are going to rob Peter to pay Paul and hurt the MUA. 
Questioned if the retirees will be taken care. Council President Trueblood stated that yes, 
they would. Ms. Scull asked for all of Council to do their homework and that they have 

more then enough to deal with already.  

 

Denny Doyle, New Lisbon – 1. Noted that he came in here with one concern being the 

MUA and that it is not just as a family member. Commented that since many think he feels 
the way he does because of his father. Stated that his father taught him to stand on your 

own and do the right thing. Stated that Mr. and Mrs. McCartney are friends of his. 
Commented he does not understand why the MUA and the Council cannot come together 
and discuss this and alleviate the pressure that is in this room.  Noted this is an easy fix. 

Stated he has talked to both sides a little and both sides are saying I did not know that. 

Commented he is not asking for brain surgery and this is important. Stated that in defense of 

the Township Council, if they do take over this MUA, and they do have the legal right, 
imagine taking over a system that is solvent, zero DEP or EPA problems, residents under 

the system, that are completely happy and a system that is well organized and run. 
Commented that if they do take it over and there is a trip in the system, you know where all 
of these people are coming to, right back here to Council. Asked for all to get together to 

figure this out in a logical way and let’s move forward. Stated that he is not upset about the 
MUA, but is concerned about the situation. Commented that what he is really upset about 

is that the Commander of the DAV cannot get a call back. Stated that this is Pemberton 
Township and that we have a strong military history in this town. Asked for forgiveness and 

said this is not Medford, not that there is anything wrong with this. Stated he is proud of 
this town and who we are and a huge segment of this town is out military families and this 

guy cannot get a call back. Commented that this town started a billion-dollar industry in 
blueberries and is an industry he works in now. Councilwoman McCartney asked what our 
next step would be regarding the Veterans Committee. Ms. Cosnoski apologized and stated 

that she is the person that has been reaching out to the Veterans Advisory members that are 
on her list and advised Mr. Tompkins is not on her list as a committee member. Noted that 

she had reached out to Mr. Cathers who has not gotten back to her. Commented that she 
agrees it has been a while and is not making excuses but that this was something that would 

have been addressed again during Reorganization preparation for next year. Stated that the 
last person that was appointed on her list was Curtis Ross and she was never given Mr. 
Tompkins name to put to Council. Apologized that Mr. Tompkins did not get a phone call 

and will reach out to Mr. Cathers and Mr. Tompkins but needs a number for him. Stated 
she is not trying to pass the buck, but that she has been reaching out with no response. 

Commented that there were many people when it started but was not kept up by the 
members of the organization. Stated that they have not been forgotten and we are not 

ignoring our Veterans. Councilwoman McCartney asked if a Council person should 
volunteer for the committee. Ms. Cosnoski advised that there is a structure for the 
committee and explained what some of that was. Ms. Scull advised she was the Council 

liaison when she was on Council. Ms. Cosnoski stated she would have to check into if a 
Council Liaison was a part of the committee. Discussion ensued on who and what was 

needed for the committee. Ms. Cosnoski stated she would be happy to get any names for 
those that are interested. Stated that this was not something she would let Council take the 

fall for as the Clerk is the one to put the information together for Reorganization. 
Councilwoman McCartney stated that we all work together but that if a volunteer was 
needed, she would be happy to do it.  

 

Judy Ketterman, Browns Mills – 1. Comment on the MUA and stated she thinks that 
communication has broken down tremendously between Council and the MUA. Noted that 

while the State did grant the permission to dissolve the MUA, it may not be what is in the 
best interest of the Township and asked Council to consider tabling this for a while and 

letting the residents get the signatures to put this as a referendum on the vote. Stated that it 
would alleviate the MUA and will have the residents decide. Ms. Cosnoski advised that she 
could contact her for that information and that it had to be in a certain format. Asked that 

Council let the residents help guide their decision. Commented that we all need to work 
together to come to an agreement on budgetary items.  

 

Leslie Koster, Browns Mills – 1. Asked about the project that is taking place on South 
Pemberton Road. Commented that as a bus driver she constantly has to turn around on that 

road as her students are on both sides of the road. Stated it is very hard to do when there is 



no turn arounds and uses private businesses to make her pickups. Asked if anyone knows if 
a u-turn has been put into this project. Mayor Patriarca advised this was a County project 

and she would need to call the County Engineer’s office. Advised that there was no u-turn 
planned but that it would be a 4-lane roadway with a center turning lane and 2 shoulders. 

Discussion ensued on roadway and what could be done.  
 

Joseph Huber, Browns Mills – 1. Thanked Mr. Bayer for his apology but stated he does not 
condone it and feels he should still step down. Commented that as a School Board member, 
if he had done that, he would be asked to step down also. Stated he disagrees with Mr. 

McCartney and his comment that he did not know what the MUA’s plan was. Noted that 
they stated that come May 2020 they would have an additional $500,000.00+ and plan for 

upgrades on the system. Advised that the rates would be raised a little to cover the 
$300,000.00 gap but plan to do $1 million dollar per year upgrade. Advised that this was 

stated at the meeting at the High School and elsewhere. Commented that the Mayor stated 
he is also going to take that $500,000.00+ a year and do upgrades so it makes no sense to 
take it over. Stated he is against the dissolution of the MUA.  

 

Craig Maley, Browns Mills – 1. Commented that Council President Trueblood says she 
stands for this town and asked what she calls this as this is what everyone stands for. Asked 

that she start a motion to squash the whole thing with the MUA and asked if that would not 
be fair to the town if she cares what the town thinks. Council President Trueblood stated she 

does stand for the people but cannot squash something they are in the midst of reviewing. 
Noted that yes, the Local Finance Board made a decision but that Council is still in the 
reviewing process. Mr. Maley asked if anyone on the Board would give there feeling as to 

whether or not this was good for the town. Council President Trueblood stated that right 
now they are still looking into it and she is also a taxpayer like everyone sitting in the 

audience. Commented that Council has to look at what is best for both. Mr. Maley stated 
what if the no’s outweigh the yeses. Council President Trueblood advised that would be the 

process during the vote on the ordinance. Stated that they are not going to make hasty 
decisions and do not agree or disagree on all things. Stated that as in the past they will stand 
by what they believe but right now they are going through the process and are listening to 

the residents. Discussion ensued on what is going on with the process. Mr. Maley stated 
that he was the person that found the comment online and still thinks Mr. Bayer should step 

down. Council President Trueblood asked if he found the comment why it was referred to 
someone else instead of coming forth and asking himself. Mr. Maley stated to him it sounds 

like a woman but Mr. Bayer is taking credit for it. Council President Trueblood stated that 
what he is really saying is that Mr. Bayer is taking credit but that it is really her. Mr. Maley 
said it is a woman. Ms. Cosnoski stated she had to speak up. Advised that she normally 

does not speak this much at meetings but as the Township Clerk she has been up there for 
the past 5 years and was the Deputy Township Clerk for 18 years prior to that. Stated that as 

soon as she heard what was going on, she listened to the audio and knew right away that it 
was the Solicitor. Mr. Maley stated that was her opinion. Ms. Cosnoski stated it was her 

trained and professional opinion.  Mr. Maley stated that the MUA was in their hands, they 
had to do what was necessary and the residents would reap the repercussions of it.  

 

Michael Kemp, Country Lakes – 1. Stated that the public view of the timer is that you only 
have so many minutes to say what you have to say and does not seem to be in the best 

interest of public speaking, but the Council has their opinion on how they want to conduct 

the meeting. Stated that when the Council was presented with the presentation it is not the 
MUA’s job to come and rebut that to Council it is the Council’s job. Commented that the 

residents elect them to look out for their money and they expect Council to scrutinize 
anything that comes in front of them and not to just take it. Stated that no one has reached 

out to the MUA to question any of this. Commented that the only way to prove the integrity 
of information was to scrutinize and question it and no one has done that. Stated that this is 
why the residents are here because it is money and things are tight. Commented on what 

Ms. Kemp stated about the $1.1 million dollars being taken from water. Noted that they are 
allowed to do that and that this is revenue that they will be allowed to divert a percentage 

of. Commented that both utilities are servicing a limited group of citizens as not everyone is 
on the system. Stated that as a rate payer who is attached to and reliant on that system, he 

expects that the rate that he pays is equal to the cost of supplying that service and the cost of 
maintaining it. Stated he does not believe for a bit and does not believe any other user 
believes that money should be diverted into the general fund being that it does not represent 

100% of the residents. Noted it would be different if this was a North Jersey town where 
everyone has water and sewer, he could see this being diverted. Commented that they 

would charge water rate users at an unfair rate than a non-user. Asked what Council knew 
about the history of the MUA. Commented on the history of the MUA being lost. Spoke on 

taking the old Acme and Browns Mills Realty. Council President Trueblood stated she 
recalls being a resident here and coming to these meetings and people constantly coming 



forward asking for something to be done to the old Acme. People asked the Council then to 
do something and to knock it down, fight with Berardi, take it over. Noted the people even 

in her own family who said this was an eyesore. Now the Township decides to take action 
and then tore it down and we are looking into developers, but now the problem is its down 

and people want something to be done. Stated that these things take time and she knows it 
has been a while. Mr. Kemp asked if anyone remembered Browns Mills Realty that was 

taken by eminent domain. Commented on the township getting 10% of what they ended up 
paying for it, when they sold it. Stated the residents expects the Council to be good stewards 
of their money.  Noted that all they are asking is that they make an honest decision for the 

town because it is there money and they have entrusted it to them.  

 

James Boland, Browns Mills – 1. Commented on the public comment process. Stated he 

understands it is Councils legal right to dissolve the MUA. Noted that just because you can 
do something does not mean you should. Commented on Councilman Allen being the 

liaison between the Council and MUA and thinks he could be the one to make a sit down 
happen between the two parties. Addressed Councilwoman McCartney and thanked her for 
coming to the meeting at the High School for this issue. Stated that he hoped she would 

make a comment about the Clean Communities event on Saturday. Commented to Council 

President Trueblood that he was glad she made it to the first Local Finance Board meeting. 

Stated that a question was raised tonight about future surplus and he thinks this community 
deserves a definitive answer on this. Commented to Councilwoman Burton that he was glad 

she attended the second Local Finance Board meeting and that she got to hear and see the 
residents that made the trip there as well. Stated he thinks that what everyone had to say 
was sincere and hopes all take it to heart. Spoke to Councilman Gardner on his comments 

to him at the last Council meeting. Stated he did not think that they needed to split hairs on 
anything and thinks the bottom line is what people have been saying and he stands behind 

his letter to the Burlington County Times. Addressed the entire Council and stated that the 
residents do come here to complain about things but also do say nice things and most 

importantly they offer ideas and solutions. Stated that they do not get upset when their ideas 
are not used but what does upset him is when the ideas are not replaced by something 

better. Mentioned Code Enforcement, theft, abandoned buildings, drugs, murders and the 
MUA dissolution, what they are looking for is to know what legislation is coming from 
Council to address these issues.  

 

America Phillips, Presidential Lakes – 1. Noted that she was a State worker and does not 

get involved with anything since her retirement. 2. Stated that in regard to the comments 

made by the Mayor at the last meeting and that public comments should be at the end and 
not the beginning. Noted the warehouse that will not have to pay taxes for 30 years and 
stated that the taxpayers have to pay taxes and these people coming from nowhere do not. 

3. Commented on Solstice and no one knowing that this business was being out in their 

community. 4. Noted that she was here in July talking about the stops sign at Tennessee 

Trail and New York Road. Stated that because of the overgrown branches, you have to 

come out to the middle of the road to see. 5. Commented on people not using New York 

Road because it is a roller coaster. 6. Mentioned the bleachers at the Presidential Lakes 

ballfield.  7. Noted that the contractors working on the firehouse have porta potties and the 

kids need them for when they play at the ballfield. 8. Stated she is with the MUA and thinks 

it should be put on the ballot for November.  

 

Diane Massa, Pemberton – 1. Noted that Council had stated earlier that they had to review 
and go through everything regarding the MUA. Asked if the scheduled public hearing is 

when Council will have all of their homework done and if this will be made public before 
the vote. Mr. Bayer advised that the Local Finance Board conditioned the takeover as of 

January 1st, 2020. Stated that if the ordinance is adopted it would not happen right away as 
there would be a transition period. Advised that under this form of government it is an 

Administrative function under the Mayor and Business Administrator in terms of daily 
operations. Stated that there would have to be a plan developed and the Mayor and 
Administrator could speak to that. Ms. Massa asked if there would be public documentation 

available as to what the vision was for the business plan for the MUA. Mr. Hornickel 
advised that they were in the process of putting together a transitional outline which is 

composed of two parts. Advised that the first four pages consists of 20 categories and 140 
different items of information and tasks that will have to be done and then two more pages 

for the transition of staffing which encompasses 10 different categories and 53 different 
topics. Advised that this plan is being circulated to the Management staff for feedback who 
will provide additional transitional plans put together as well and then once he has 

conferred with the Mayor, they will be made available to Council and after review 
potentially the public.  

 



Sandy Glauson, Browns Mills – 1. Stated that she has an 83-year-old neighbor who would 
like her to let Council know that she is on a fixed income and cannot afford any increases 

and is asking that they please not get rid of the MUA.  
 

Michael Tamn, Mt. Holly – 1. Asked Council if they knew what was in the 107 pages that 
go along with Ordinance 32-2019. Questioned where the overflow of the retention pond will 
go. Stated that this is a good and viable project under certain conditions and advised on 

what he felt is wrong with the ordinance. Commented that Council needs to vote on what is 
good for the residents of the town. Stated that all of Council should know what is in this 

Ordinance before voting on it.  

 

Corrine Kemp, Country Lakes – 1. Commented on the 30-year tax exemption and asked 

that Council do their research. Noted that people were not happy with what happened to 

Acme. 2. Stated that when she hears Council saying they are doing their research on the 
MUA, she feels that should have been done before their first steps were taken. Asked that 

Council review the transcripts from the Local Finance Board. Noted that her question is 
about the future surplus and she is pushing for an answer because she feels this question 

should be answered with the snap of a finger. Questioned again if we are talking about past 

surplus and making that promise to the residents or if we are talking about future surplus or 

both. Councilwoman Burton stated it was future surplus. Ms. Kemp asked if this could be 
put into the ordinance. Mr. Bayer stated that he could speak to the application and the issue 
that had been raised in the public discourse regarding this matter. Noted that the MUA’s 

current surplus of roughly $4.3 million dollars and that in the application it shows that this 
surplus would be dedicated to the sewer utility fund. Stated that this was the issue before the 

Local Finance Board and they conditioned approval upon the Township doing that and the 
Township had agreed to that. Ms. Kemp stated that her question is does this include future 

surplus. Mr. Bayer stated that this was not as the issue was current surplus. Ms. Kemp 
stated that she is not trying to be difficult but is frustrated. Stated that there is money to be 
made with development coming up and they are concerned with what is to come of all of 

that money in the future. Questioned if an answer was given on the $82,000.00. Asked if the 
Township broke the lease agreement with taking that money. Mr. Bayer stated that he could 

not provide his legal advice but that the Budget had been approved by the State. Ms. Kemp 
stated that there is legislation pending before the State and read from an article regarding 

water and sewer. Asked how much more research Council needed to do. Asked Council to 
do their research.  
 

Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to the 
public.  

 
Council took a 5 minute break.  

 

Consent Agenda: All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the 

Township Council and will be enacted by one motion. Should a Council Member wish to 

discuss a consent agenda item separately, that item can be removed from the consent 

agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the regular agenda. 
 

*CONSENT AGENDA  
 

*CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS  

  224-2019 Authorizes various routine refunds in the total amount of $271.48. 

 

  225-2019 Authorizes non-exclusive use of Imagination Kingdom by Tinkergarten for 

Early Childhood Education Program. 

 

  226-2019 Authorizes preliminary approval for farmland preservation for the Edward 

Allen Farm, Block 812, Lot 5.05. 

 

  227-2019 Authorizes renewal agreement with Sun Life Assurance Company for the 

provision of dental benefits to Township Employees.  

 

  228-2019 Authorizing the purchase of a Life Insurance and Accidental Death & 

Disability Policy from Mutual of Omaha Life Insurance Company for 

Township Employees for calendar years 2020 and 2021. 

 

  229-2019 Group Affidavit attesting Council's review of 2018 Audit Sections.  

 

  230-2019 Authorizes Cancellation and Refund of Property Taxes on property owned by 

qualifying Totally Disabled Veterans. 

 

  231-2019 Authorizes the submission of an amended application to the Federal 

Emergency Management Administration (FEMA) for a "Staffing for Adequate 

Fire and Emergency Response Grant" for volunteer recruitment, equipment 



maintenance and training funds.  

 

  232-2019 Designates contact person for Employment Practices Attorney  Consultation 

Service for the Burlco JIF. 

NEW BUSINESS 

 *a. Purchases over $3,000 

   
1.  Public Works - Purchase and installation of 134,000 l.f. of 4" wide traffic  stripes for  

Township roadways from Zone Striping, Inc., in the total  amount of $17,420.00. 

 

2.  Township Clerk- Purchase of codification services and code book printing from General 

Code in the total amount of $5,955.00. 

 

3.  Police Department - Purchase of annual Power DMS subscription from Power DMS in 

the total amount of $4,166.25. 

 

*b. NJ State Fireman’s Association Membership Applications for Crystal Sabo,  Katelyn Sharrer, 

Anna Shaker and Sarah DeFalco with the Pemberton Township Volunteer Fire Co. 

    

 

Motion by Gardner and Burton to approve the Consent Agenda. Gardner, yes; Burton, yes; 
McCartney, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  

 

 ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND/OR ADOPTION 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 32-2019 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 
APPROVING THE APPLICATION AND FINANCIAL AGREEMENT 

PURUSANT TO THE LONG-TERM TAX EXPEMPTION LAW WITH 
200 SOUTH PEMBERTON LLC FOR THE PROPERTY KNOWN AS 200 

SOUTH PEMBERTON ROAD (BLOCK 797, LOT 1) IN THE 
TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON Public Hearing held at September 4, 2019 

Regular Meeting.  

 
Mr. Bayer advised that the public hearing had been held at the September 4th 

meeting. Noted that there were several comments about this company not paying 
taxes and that this was not true at all. Explained the financial and the PILOT 

agreement and that there would be payments made in lieu of taxes. Also noted that 
this project had received Planning Board approval. Stated that there was a question 
posed to Council about a drainage issue which is a land use issue and something that 

would be addressed by the Planning Board and not Council. Advised that the 
Planning Board did conduct a hearing and issued an approval and that what is before 

Council tonight is the application to approve a financial agreement between the 
Township and this developer. Mr. Bayer asked Mr. Shemesh to come and explain 

the project to Council on behalf of the developer. Mr. Shemesh explained the 
financial agreement and how the PILOT program would work. Advised on the 
benefits of the agreement to both the Township and the developer. Explained that 

this would substantially increase the revenue to the Township and can be used in 
whichever manor they see fit to use it including off site projects, contributions to the 

school district or whatever the Township chooses. Explained the “but for” analysis 

and how this project was not economically viable without the PILOT. Explained the 

project and the various jobs it will bring to the town. Mr. Bayer questioned if the 
attached plans were the plans approved by the Planning Board. Mr. Shemesh agreed. 
Mr. Bayer advised that these plans had been on file with the Planning Board. Mr. 

Shemesh agreed. Advised that there would also be education opportunities available. 
Explained that they are a limited dividend entity and are qualified as an Urban 

Renewal Entity which limits the amount of profit the developer can make. Stated 
that the amount is set at 12% of the total project costs with anything in excess of that 

amount going to the Municipality. Stated that one of the biggest misconceptions 
around a PILOT is that the developer hits a homerun. Councilwoman McCartney 
asked about noise issues.  Mr. Shemesh advised that this was a large concern and 

explained the concessions that were made for the project to address those concerns. 
Councilwoman McCartney noted that it seems that the Planning Board has already 

addressed several of the concerns that the public would have had.  
 

Motion by Burton and Gardner to adopt Ordinance 32-2019. Burton, yes; Gardner, 
yes; McCartney, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 

 

 

 



 

NEW BUSINESS 

 
c.  Scheduling of Public Hearing of Ordinance No. 7-2019, Dissolving  the Pemberton Township  

Municipal Utilities Authority and Transferring its Operations into the Department of Public 

Works.   

 
Mr. Bayer explained the consideration needed for this ordinance. Mayor Patriarca 

asked that Council consider putting it on sooner than later as Administration will 
need time for the transition if it does pass. Councilwoman McCartney asked if 

Council Members have issues with how the ordinance is written how they discuss 
those changes. Mr. Bayer stated they can do that now and suggested that if they are 
going to change any language it should be done before it is advertised. 

Councilwoman McCartney asked about State approval. Mr. Bayer advised that the 
State has already given their approval for the dissolution and therefore we do not 

have to go back to the State. Councilwoman McCartney commented on the 4th 
Whereas clause and her concerns about people losing their jobs. Mr. Hornickel 

advised that we are looking to take on all of the operational positions that operate the 
plant and the collection system and also looking to take in some of the administrative 

positions as well. Mr. Bayer advised on what duplication of services would be and 
that it would not be cost effective. Councilwoman McCartney stated that she felt the 
writing was very general. Mr. Hornickel stated that there would be a necessity for 

another ordinance that would be needed to revise the township code if the MUA 
ordinance is adopted, but that it would be presumptuous to do that now as personnel 

matters would need to be discussed in closed session before amending sections of the 
code. Mr. Bayer advised on some of the services that could be duplicated including 

professional services like the Engineer and Attorney. Mr. Bayer explained that the 
ordinance language is very general and that a Whereas clause is not legally 
enforceable but that its purpose is to describe the rational behind the action. 

Discussion ensued on the language in the ordinance. Councilwoman McCartney 
stated that she wanted the ordinance to state that the only changes to be made in the 

employees would be that it would be a duplication of services. Council President 
Trueblood stated that there would be more ordinances coming. Mayor Patriarca 

stated that there were certain ordinances that were in place for our current employees 
that will have to be amended in order to incorporate these employees for those same 
benefits. Stated he thinks that Councilwoman McCartney is looking for an assurance 

for the employee’s protection and without putting names to any of the employees, 
they did do everything to ensure that the Township has every intention and plans to 

utilize the current employees of the MUA as the employees, if it is dissolved. Stated 
that Administration is not looking to change employees. Noted that we are not 

running sewer service operations here in our Department of Public Works and are 
looking to bring in a sewer service function into the DPW that will include 
experienced sewer service providers which are the current employees of the MUA 

and that is the plan of the Township from the beginning. Councilwoman McCartney 
stated she understands and has faith in the intention of the plan but would feel 

reassured if she could see it in the language of the ordinance they are going to be 
voting on.   Mr. Bayer stated that he is not sure how they would write that into an 

ordinance as employees do change. Discussion continued on the language in the 
ordinance. Mr. Bayer advised that they could do away with the 4th Whereas clause 
and explained what the ordinance is doing in creating a sewer division and 

eliminating the MUA section of the code. Mayor Patriarca stated that the only other 
area where he has seen numbers put on employees was with the Police Department 

and explained some of the issues with that. Councilwoman McCartney asked if he 
still suggested removing the 4th Whereas. Mr. Bayer stated he would keep the first 

part of it as the reality is to run it more efficiently. Discussion ensued. Asked if they 
could add a Whereas clause that says it is the Townships intention to offer 
employment to all operational employees of the MUA. Councilwoman McCartney 

state that does seem more concrete. Mayor Patriarca stated he would state 
operational positions instead of employees. Discussion ensued on the exact wording 

of the ordinance. Mr. Bayer read the new statement as it is the Townships intention 
to fill operational positions from existing and current MUA staff. Council and 

Administration were in agreement. Councilwoman McCartney asked about the 
health benefits for the retired MUA employees. Mr. Hornickel stated that this was an 
example of an ordinance that would need to be introduced after to amend our 

current township code to reflect that and he has already started going through the 
code as they feel they should honor this obligation. Discussion ensued on the benefits 

and subsequent ordinances. Councilwoman McCartney asked about the surplus and 
that it is in the application. Mr. Bayer stated that more importantly it is in the Local 



Finance Board decision which they will eventually get in writing and that it is a 
Board conditioned approval. Mr. Bayer asked that they keep in mind that the Local 

Finance Board is a part of the Department of Community Affairs which is 
responsible for reviewing and approving the Townships budget. Mr. Bayer stated that 

as a matter of law the Township has to maintain the surplus in the sewer utility fund. 
Councilwoman McCartney asked about the farm application. Mr. Bayer noted that 

in the second to last Whereas clause, it states, all governmental operations currently 
provided by PTMUA shall be transferred which includes the farm. Council agreed to 
include, “including the land application for disposal at the farm”. Mr. Bayer stated 

that he and Ms. Cosnoski would work together to ensure that these changes are 
accurately reflected in the written document. Council and Administration discussed 

the timeline for the potential dissolution. Mr. Bayer suggested adding, shall take 
effect upon passage, approval and publication and as approved by the Local Finance 

Board. Mr. Hornickel stated that it should state that the dissolution shall take effect 
on January 1st 2019 at 12:00 a.m. Discussion ensued on what to add at the end of the 
ordinance.  It was Councils consensus to have the public hearing at the October 2nd 

meeting. Councilwoman McCartney asked if that is when the vote will be made. Mr. 
Bayer stated if the Council chooses or they could table it. Mr. Hornickel advised that 

he would have any post dissolution ordinances for the following meeting to keep 
things moving forward if it is voted to dissolve.  
 

REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Engineer's Report – 9/12/2019 – Council had no discussion. 
 

BILL LIST 
Approval by Council required for payment of vouchers on bill list dated 9/13/2019. 
 

Motion by McCartney and Gardner to approve the Bill List. McCartney, yes; Gardner, yes; 
Burton, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried. 

SOLICITOR'S REPORT: 

Mr. Bayer reported: Nothing to report.  

 

MAYOR'S AND/OR BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 

 

Mayor Patriarca reported: Asked for Council and the public to keep the Jenkins family in 

prayer as Charlie Jenkins passed away earlier this evening. Stated he was an intricate part of 
this Township and will be dearly missed. Stated Charles is where he wants to be with his 
wife. Council President Trueblood called for a moment of silence. 

 

Daniel Hornickel reported: Noted that the Dominique Johnson Center is almost 

completely rehabilitated with just some trim needed before Recreation can resume 
programs. Stated that the Presidential Lakes Firehouse continues to move along with the 

concrete having been poured and Public Works out there doing landscaping and the paving 
of the driveway. Advised that the hope is to be at the punch list phase by the next Council 
meeting, which will have them near opening. Stated that JCP&L would be there on 

Tuesday to connect the electric for the building. Noted that he has not said much about the 
MUA dissolution but just wanted to comment about time and money. Stated that he has 

been reading as much as he can and that he came from a wastewater treatment center in 
Middlesex County where they treated 115 million gallons of sewage for 850,000 people. 

Stated he spent the last 3 years learning a lot about the operation and has brought that 
knowledge with him here. Noted that in looking over what the MUA is doing from a 
practical business standpoint, they average about 40 resolutions a year, Council averages 

about 200 Resolutions a year just to put their monthly business into perspective. Noted that 
some of the resolutions they are doing will be merged into what we do here such as for an 

Engineer or Attorney. Stated that he drafted a transitional outline and that it is in the hands 
of his Managers with feedback coming to him that has been good. Commented that with 

regard to money, everything that the MUA does as far as their funds, budget and audit, all 
had to go through the Local Finance Board just like the Townships does. Stated that they 
will create a dedicated sewer utility fund where those monies will be allocated and spent and 

that will be a component of the budget that eventually gets approved just as they have the 
Water utility fund. Stated that currently the MUA has roughly 6200 customer accounts 

which does not mean 6,200 households as it is a mix of homes and commercial businesses. 
Stated the MUA collects $3.2 million in receipts. Noted that here in the Township our 

revenue division collects 10,734 non-exempt tax accounts, just to compare on a quarterly 
basis. Stated that additionally the revenue division collects on 6,487 water units which is 
comparable to the sewer account. Advised we also collect 8,476 solid waste accounts and on 



top of that we are receiving revenues through the Municipal Court, Code Enforcement and 
Licensing. Added that our gross receipts coming through are $42,357,132.00. Stated we are 

very confidant that we can absorb the business end of the MUA’s operations especially if we 
are bringing on some of their administrative staff into our revenue office. Commented that 

in prior discussion there has been talk about the Townships debt. Noted that the Township 
as of the last audit, is $26 million dollars in debt of which $23 million is actually the 

Townships with the other $3 million remaining from the MUA which the Township has 
carried on its books all of these years, and the water debt. Advised that by law the Township 
can borrow up to 3.5% of its gross taxable value. Noted that as the audit points out we are 

only borrowing at 1.585% which is not even at the half point for what the statutory capacity 
is for borrowing. Noted that when his predecessor was gathering information from the 

MUA, he asked for 11 years of reports which the MUA did provide. Stated he had gone 
through and found a spreadsheet totaling all of the expenditures from 2007 to 2017 and had 

concerns over what was invested into the MUA’s infrastructure over that period of time. 
Stated that in that time the MUA spent a total of $107,342.00 on engineering fees. Stated 
that if you were to consider Engineering fees to be about 25% of the total cost of a project 

that would get you about $500,000.00 worth of projects which is not a lot considering they 
maintain 200 miles of sewer pipes, a plant and 18 pump stations. Commented that by way 

of comparison although the Mount Holly MUA is bigger, their budget is $107,500.00 per 
year for Engineering costs. Stated that if you wanted to make an argument that we are 

smaller, we should be spending about $35,000.00 or more a year just Engineering costs. 
Noted that he looked at the line item for facility improvements and major repairs and the 
total that was spent over 11 years was $2,697,165.00 of which Ms. Scull indicated at the 

Local Finance Board, that over half a million dollars was spent on 1 single repair. If you 
divide $2.1 million dollars by 11 is not even $200,000.00 per year being invested in the 

infrastructure of a plant which is concerning to him. Wanted the record to reflect that if the 
Public Works department, under the supervision of himself and the Mayor, take over the 

sewer division, they will be looking to invest in a plant using the existing funds that will 
become available to us including a part of the surplus and the relief of the debt structure. 
Stated that this was just some of his observations and is happy to hire as many employees as 

are willing to come over and that he wants to keep their historical knowledge. Sated he feels 
another benefit of bringing them aboard is the potential ability to cross train people within 

public works so as not to have all their eggs in a single basket of 9 or 10 operational 
personnel. Talked about the comprehensive approach that will go into capital planning. 

Noted that this was his report and where he stands thus far and promises to have a 
transitional outline to Council well in advance of the next Council meeting. Mayor 
Patriarca commented on comments that were brought up during this meeting, and meeting 

before. Stated that we are the 3rd lowest taxes in Burlington County. Noted what they are 
doing anything in the Township, buying potential developable properties and paving the 

roads. Asked if they should go back to doing just 2,000 linear feet per year instead of 5 miles 
per year that they are doing now. Stated that when it comes to managing the budget and all 

of the projects that they have going on around this town and still maintain a low tax base 
and debt service that is managed comfortably. Commented that he has heard that with the 
water budget they are robbing Peter to pay Paul and taking money out of the water budget 

every year, well you may want to look to see who voted yes on those budgets. Stated that 
was not the Mayor voting on that, it was Council. If you are going to vote yes to that, he 

does not think it is right to then come up to the microphone and ask why are we using water 

utility surplus to balance our budgets when that was the decision you made when you sat on 

the Council. Stated that the Engineer is recommending $3.1 million dollars a year in 
spending to bring the system up to standard. Advised that the Township has never said that 
they would do that because we do not know how we would pay for it, but what he finds 

disturbing is that there is no argument against that argument saying that the system does not 
need $41 million dollars’ worth of repairs. Noted that our challenge going forward is how 

do we bring the system up to speed to where we can continue to function and not spend $41 
million dollars. Stated he is confident that this Administration and the employees and 

professionals that we have on board will find a way to work our way through this 
horrendous situation that he believes this structure is in based on the Engineers report. 
Stated that there will be more comments and for Council to bring their thick skin for the 

meeting on October 2nd.  
 

COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 

Councilman Gardner – Noted that a lot has been said here tonight and that words have an 

impact on people, especially when you say something without investigating and accusing 
someone and then when the truth comes out you still will not back down. Commented on a 

movie with a similar situation. Stated that the person that started it does not want to 
concede to the person they accused and just goes on to look for another got you moment. 
Stated when you say things and want to accuse someone, call the office and ask about it 



first. Stated the tape is clear and he knows what each person sounds like and it was not 
Council President Trueblood. Stated that the voice on the tape and the voice he hears up 

there is the same. Apologized to Council President Trueblood because the people that were 
fist pumping it was her and left did not have the courage to do that and he knows she is not 

that kind of a person.  
 

Mayor Patriarca stated that when you are an elected official you are an elected official until 
you are no longer in that position and everything you do and say reflects the position that 
you hold. Stated you do not get to take the hat off at any given time when you chose to say 

something different and then come back again and say well now I am the elected official. 
Stated he finds it appalling that an elected official in this town who is a school board 

member would make false accusations against a Council President, one that we know 
would not have involved herself in anything of that matter, and take it to social media. 

Noted he intends to ask the school board if they have a social media policy because if they 
do not, they should because he believes it is disgusting that a board member would say these 
types of things and rile up the public. Commented that we say we need to change the 

impression of our town to other people and the image, but what is the first thing we do 
when an incident comes up, we kick it in the gut. Stated we do not think about what we are 

doing but run home to social media. Asked why we are putting ourselves down and stated 
that we are not going to change that image unless we do it ourselves. Commented that 

instead of having Pemberton pride and picking ourselves up we instead go to social media 
and start bashing ourselves. Stated it is a few people that are doing the bashing and there are 
a lot of people that just window shop at this information then go out and discuss it in public. 

Stated he used to think Facebook was a nice way to keep in touch with family but what it 
has morphed into is nothing he wants to be a part of. Noted that it was a shame that we do 

not take a stand for ourselves and instead want someone else to fix our problems and we 
create more problems. Stated that social media is perpetuating the image that we are 

something else that we are not. Thinks the people that are on there saying we should change 
should look in the mirror and change themselves.  

 

Councilwoman Burton – Thanked everyone for coming out and sharing their concerns and 
questions. Stated that Council is always looking to hear from the residents whether or not 
they agree. Wanted to reiterate that everyone on this Council are well informed of what 

they are doing, whether it is being discussed in public. Noted that all of the concerns that 
have been heard for the last several months have been taken back to the Business 

Administrator and the Mayor for documentation, research and answers to their questions. 
Stated that they live here too and the public’s concerns are their concerns as well. Noted 

that as Council they do have a job to do which is to enforce public policy in the best interest 
of all the residents, which does not always mean that they will all agree. Thanked all for 
coming out.  

 

Councilwoman McCartney – Stated she is in support of everything said by Councilwoman 

Burton. Noted she has respect for all of Council and Administration and thinks that they all 
work really hard to try and get the right answers which is their role as Council. Stated that 
they represent the entire community and not just the people that come to the meetings. 

Commented that they also abide by the ethics of the State of New Jersey. Stated she believes 
that Mr. Bayer does this as well and apologized to the public. Stated what he did was a 

mistake and that there is not a living, breathing person on the face of this earth that has not 
made a mistake. Stated he apologized without any conditions and she thanked him for that. 

Noted that she would like to get involved with the Veteran’s committee as a note to the 
Clerk. Reminded everyone about the Clean Communities event on September 21st in 
Country Lakes at 8:00 a.m. at the firehouse.  

 

Councilwoman Burton – Reminded that the Township Alliance Group would be holding a 

town hall meeting on September 24th at the Country Lakes firehouse in regard to vaping at 
6:30 p.m. 

 

Councilman Gardner – Added that Facebook is a great tool if it used correctly.  
 

Council President Trueblood – Thanked everyone for their patience and thanked those that 
stayed to listen to their comments. Stated she would love to have seen the others stay to 

listen to what was being said by the Mayor and Business Administrator but that hopefully 
they will hear it in the audio. Noted she stopped looking at ‘You know you’re from Browns 
Mills’ because it is so negative and we should be putting in more positive. Mentioned the 

good stuff she does see including community events and pictures put up by Councilman 
Gardner. Noted that it is the garbage that you read that makes our town look terrible. Stated 

it is not the streets or anything else, but is what is posted there for outsiders to see. Asked for 
all to remember that it is what we put into it and she has been to other towns and sees the 



same thing. Stated it is something we all need to work on and that we need to not all jump 
on the bandwagon because you heard this or that. Stated it is slander and thanked God for 

the strength. 

 

Councilman Gardner – Stated if you read something on social media that says “I am not 

sure if it is true, but I heard this” to not even go on.  
 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:48 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 

 
 

 
Amy P. Cosnoski, RMC, Township Clerk 


